¥

‘ o0 SEGREI

pproved For Release 2004/07/08 : CIA-RDPSOBO1676R 300160016

{ . 5
\ Lo 9,3 NNW
Lt. General W. A. Davis

Vice Commander

Air Force Systems Command

Andrews Air Force Base

washington, D. C.

Dear General Davis:

I am in full agreement with the concern expressed in
your letter of 3 June regarding the deficiencies in our
knowledge of the more advanced weapons currently being
developed by the Soviet R&D community. May 1 say that .
your desire for Kational Estimates on Soviet military RED
is shared by the USIB community. At present, NIE 11-66
on Soviet military R&D is being drafted for ysSIB review,
probably sometime in July.

Backing up the above NIE, 1s an all-source study
being prepared by the Scientific intelligence Committee
covering the scope and directiom of e military research
and development. Unfortunately, thias all-out effort by

the whole intelligence counmunity suffers from the general
lack of detailed knowledge on the early phases of the Soviet
R&D cycle. We are currently considering additional ways and
means to close the gaps in our know ledge which the above
study has revealed.
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COMMENT FILE . RETURN
CONCURRENCE INFORMATION SIGNATURE

Remarks:

For preparation of a prompt reply, in co-
ordination with ONE, for DCI signature.
Copies have been sent to ONE, DD/1, DD/P,
1G, and USIB/S. | ill ascertain
whether DCI would want this dis seminated to
USIB agencies.

SUSPENSE: 17 June
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MEMORANDUM FOR: pirector of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT: Letter to Vice Commander, Air Force Systems
Comnand

1. The attached letter for your gignature is in reply
to a letter from General pavis, Vice Commander, AFSC, suggest-
ing USIB review the need for National Estimates on soviet
Technology.

2. General pavis is apparently unaware that a National
Estimate on Soviet R&D i8 already being prepared on the basis
of an indepth 81C study, recently completed. Both the NIE

and the Summary and Conclusions of the SIC gtudy should reach
USIB in July. The prime concern of Air FPorce, as you may know,
is that current weapons being analyzed do not necessarily
reflect the more advanced projects in the early development
cycle. The SIC is8 preparing 2 post-morten on its study which
will recommend more effort on this area.
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TO: DDCI
DC1 W

Following the DCI's visit to the Air Force Systems Command,
General Davis wrote the DCI to urge that USIB review the need to
cover Soviet R&D activities in a National Estimate,

Suggests that General Davis is apparently
unaware that an NIE on Soviet R&D is being prepared on the basis
of a Scientific Intelligence Committee (S1C) study. Both the NIE and
the study's Summary and conclusions should come before USIB in

to this problem.

Recommend that the Director sign the attached letter advising
General Davis of the above. '
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Department of the Air Force
Headquarters Air Force Systems Command
Andrews Air Force Base, Washington, D, C. 20331
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Soviet ¥ilitary R&D (V)

CIA (Ths Bonorable William 7. Rabern)
Washington, ¢

1. (3) (Gp-1) You may recall the concern you axprassed during your
visit with us at Acdrews Adr Fores Bass, ragardiag the possidle
ohscuwration of fmportant items by the muititede of roquests for
intelligence. An additional sad serious sspect of this obaceration
proeblom hae becuwe apparent, sud ve Salfeve ft could be & subject ior
consideration duriog the USIB review of wesd for nations]l estimates
on Bovist technology. The probles concerus s Sseming precccupation
binullim-ﬁnmmwmamumm to
the exclusion of sdequats sttention to the sore advasced wespons
shich comprise the currsnt efforts of the Soviet R&D commmity

2. (S) (Gp-3) Intelligemce reports recont and substantial growth in
Soviet support to RAD rescuvce development, and very respectable
lacreases in techaisal campetence in the areas which support the
develepment of weapoms. Currsnt assessments consider this growth as
pertaining to mwmmmWﬂu&mm-‘mm into
sxistence, but this practice addresses only » part of the praobles.

The picture is ot complete. The Woapous we ses today, i sexvice or
wdergoiag testing, are the products of s technteal capacity of sevarsl
Yyosrs past] their relationship te currest R&D and future weapons is
Mudted, although they may provide an indication of {ntent go deavalop
veSpons axd prool of past compatence,

3. (8) (Gp~3) Natiomal astimates of Sevist wilitary R&D are wrgestly
atcded. The Alr Fovrce Systems Coummnd Ls particularly interested in
baelng long term BSD plasning upon & mors seund feundetion than that
uov avallable from tstslligence of sxisting equipment and the incre-
motal improvameats thereto. But we lack positive informstion about
thhmeejnumhm&m 1abs and
design bureaus. e ask your assistacce, therefore, in insisting upen
the development of mescingful estimates of the Soviet BAD ectivitias
23d schisvements leading to the wespons of 1970 - 1973,

SiGHED

‘v- .A.a DAVIS
Lt Gewnetal, USAF
Vice Cowracder
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